CHILDLI

A publication of Dillon International, Inc.
Mw(m;: a Better Future for Families and Children Around the World Since 1972

Oéér Child ?b'fa

by Beverlee Einsig and Sandy Wickberg

' tis hard to believe that it has been almost 19 years since our son David came from South
- Korea to join our family. [ remember waiting at the airport for David, who was almost four years
- old, to arrive with my husband John. Many friends and family joined us to welcome David home
and to share in our excitement. David came off the airplane with a big smile, holding tight to his
new dad, speaking volumes of Korean and endearing himself to
those who came to welcome him. We were fascinated with him
and he quickly became a source of immense joy for our family.

When we made the decision to adopt an older child from South
Korea, we read books, met with other families who had adopted
older children and spent hours discussing the potential challenges
that we might face with David. We fully realized the many changes
that David was going to face and felt that we were prepared to help
him through those changes. What we weren’t prepared for and
what no one had told us was how David would change ourlives. A
Ko rea year before we adopted David. we had adopted a four month old son from South Korea. Peter’s

' transition into our family was typical of any infant and we gave little thought to Peter’s cultural
morh heritage. However, when David came to our family he brought the Korean culture with him. We
China taught him English: he taught us Korean. We introduced him to pizza, hamburgers and french fries
and he taught us how to eat with chopsticks and develop a taste for kimchi.. I sang nursery
Il] d i a rhymes to him and he sang Korean children’s songs to me. As the days and weeks passed and
David spoke more English and his Korean began to fade, our love for him and for Korea grew.
S L David’s coming to our family had changed us forever, we were now a Korean-American family.
Ha 111 We had opened our hearts to a special little boy and in turn he had given us the gift of another
country and culture. Beverlee Einsig
G uatemala : ecause our birth son, Luke, was nine years old when my husband and I decided to adopt, we
L wanted an older child. We read adoption books about older children, and consulted the Internet
Ukraine for more information. After researching the “alphabet soup” of diagnoses like PTSD, FAS,
ADD, SID, RAD, CAPD, we were terrified. Even Dillon seemed to be encouraging us to
V’i etnam consider a baby. Were we about to make a big mistake and bring an emotionally disturbed child
into our family?

EC [lad() r We began to feel more confident of our decision as we read surveys of adoptive families—while
children from orphanages frequently had developmental delays, the vast majority of them did
attach to their new families. The best news was that a huge majority of the families rated themselves
www.dillon as happy. The parents of older adopted children comforted us with their positive stories. Once
adopt.com Dillon realized we had done our “homework™, they were very supportive of our resolve to adopt

an older child. We requested a boy between 3 and 7 years of age from Ukraine.
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